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Description and Purpose 

A stabilized construction access is defined by a point of 
entrance/exit to a construction site that is stabilized to reduce 
the tracking of mud and dirt onto public roads by construction 
vehicles. 

Suitable Applications 

Use at construction sites: 

◼ Where dirt or mud can be tracked onto public roads. 

◼ Adjacent to water bodies. 

◼ Where poor soils are encountered. 

◼ Where dust is a problem during dry weather conditions. 

Limitations 

◼ Entrances and exits require periodic top dressing with 
additional stones. 

◼ This BMP should be used in conjunction with street 
sweeping on adjacent public right of way. 

◼ Entrances and exits should be constructed on level ground 
only. 

◼ Stabilized construction entrances are rather expensive to 
construct and when a wash rack is included, a sediment trap 
of some kind must also be provided to collect wash water 
runoff. 

Categories 

EC Erosion Control  

SE Sediment Control  

TC Tracking Control  

WE Wind Erosion Control  

NS 
Non-Stormwater 
Management Control 

 

WM 
Waste Management and 
Materials Pollution Control 

 

Legend: 

 Primary Objective 

 Secondary Objective 

Targeted Constituents 

Sediment  

Nutrients  

Trash  

Metals  

Bacteria  

Oil and Grease  

Organics  

 

Potential Alternatives 

None 

If User/Subscriber modifies this fact 
sheet in any way, the CASQA 
name/logo and footer below must be 
removed from each page and not 
appear on the modified version. 
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Implementation 

General 

A stabilized construction entrance is a pad of aggregate underlain with filter cloth located at any 
point where traffic will be entering or leaving a construction site to or from a public right of way, 
street, alley, sidewalk, or parking area.  The purpose of a stabilized construction entrance is to 
reduce or eliminate the tracking of sediment onto public rights of way or streets.  Reducing 
tracking of sediments and other pollutants onto paved roads helps prevent deposition of 
sediments into local storm drains and production of airborne dust. 

Where traffic will be entering or leaving the construction site, a stabilized construction entrance 
should be used.  NPDES permits require that appropriate measures be implemented to prevent 
tracking of sediments onto paved roadways, where a significant source of sediments is derived 
from mud and dirt carried out from unpaved roads and construction sites. 

Stabilized construction entrances are moderately effective in removing sediment from 
equipment leaving a construction site.  The entrance should be built on level ground.  
Advantages of the Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit is that it does remove some sediment 
from equipment and serves to channel construction traffic in and out of the site at specified 
locations.  Efficiency is greatly increased when a washing rack is included as part of a stabilized 
construction entrance/exit. 

Design and Layout 

◼ Construct on level ground where possible. 

◼ Select 3 to 6 in. diameter stones. 

◼ Use minimum depth of stones of 12 in. or as recommended by soils engineer. 

◼ Construct length of 50 ft or maximum site will allow, and 10 ft minimum width or to 
accommodate traffic. 

◼ Rumble racks constructed of steel panels with ridges and installed in the stabilized 
entrance/exit will help remove additional sediment and to keep adjacent streets clean. 

◼ Provide ample turning radii as part of the entrance. 

◼ Limit the points of entrance/exit to the construction site. 

◼ Limit speed of vehicles to control dust. 

◼ Properly grade each construction entrance/exit to prevent runoff from leaving the 
construction site. 

◼ Route runoff from stabilized entrances/exits through a sediment trapping device before 
discharge. 

◼ Design stabilized entrance/exit to support heaviest vehicles and equipment that will use it. 
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◼ Select construction access stabilization (aggregate, asphaltic concrete, concrete) based on 
longevity, required performance, and site conditions.  Do not use asphalt concrete (AC) 
grindings for stabilized construction access/roadway. 

◼ If aggregate is selected, place crushed aggregate over geotextile fabric to at least 12 in. depth, 
or place aggregate to a depth recommended by a geotechnical engineer.  A crushed aggregate 
greater than 3 in. but smaller than 6 in. should be used. 

◼ Designate combination or single purpose entrances and exits to the construction site. 

◼ Require that all employees, subcontractors, and suppliers utilize the stabilized construction 
access. 

◼ Implement SE-7, Street Sweeping and Vacuuming, as needed. 

◼ All exit locations intended to be used for more than a two-week period should have stabilized 
construction entrance/exit BMPs. 

Inspection and Maintenance 

◼ Inspect and verify that activity–based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of 
associated activities.  While activities associated with the BMPs are under way, inspect BMPs 
in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated project type and risk 
level.  It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected weekly, prior to forecasted 
rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the conclusion of rain events. 

◼ Inspect local roads adjacent to the site daily.  Sweep or vacuum to remove visible 
accumulated sediment. 

◼ Remove aggregate, separate and dispose of sediment if construction entrance/exit is clogged 
with sediment. 

◼ Keep all temporary roadway ditches clear. 

◼ Check for damage and repair as needed. 

◼ Replace gravel material when surface voids are visible. 

◼ Remove all sediment deposited on paved roadways within 24 hours. 

◼ Remove gravel and filter fabric at completion of construction 

Costs 

Average annual cost for installation and maintenance may vary from $1,500 to $6,100 each, 
averaging $3,100 per entrance.  Costs will increase with addition of washing rack and sediment 
trap.  With wash rack, costs range from $1,500 - $7,700 each, averaging $4,600 per entrance 
(All costs adjusted for inflation, 2016 dollars, by Tetra Tech Inc. 
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50’ Typical 

 
(1) Length should be extended to 12 times the diameter of  
     the largest construction vehicle tire. 
(2) On small sites length should be the maximum allowed by site. 
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